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van's Island, near Charleston, S 
Carolina. 

This Island is a vcry sinj 
one. It consists of litlle eise 
Ihe sea sand, and is about 
miles long. Its brcadlh at no 
exceeds a quarter of a milc. 
separated from ihe main land 
scarcely perccptible creek, o 
its way through a wilderne 
reeds and slime, a favourite i 
of the marsh-hen. The vegct: 
as might be supposcd, is sca 
at least dwarfish. No trees c 
magnitude are lo bc secn. 
the wcstcrn cxtrcmitv, wherc 
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fever, may be found, indeed, ihe 

bristley palmetto ; but the whole 

Island, with the cxccption of this 

westcrn point, and a line of hard, 

white beach on the sca-coast, is 

covered wilh a dense undergrowth 

of the sweet myrtle 

so much prized by 

the horticulturists 

of England. The 

shrub here oftcn _ 

attains the height 

of fifteen or twenty feet, and forms 

an almost impcnetrable coppice, 

burthening the air wilh its 

fragrance. 

In the inmost recesses of this 
coppice, not far from the eastern or 
morc remote end of the island, 
Legrand had built himsclf a small 
hut, which he occupied when I first, 
by mere accident, madc his acquain- 




esteem. 1 found him well educatec 
with unusual powers of mind, bi 
infected with misanthropy, an 
subject to perverse moods of alte 
nate enthusiasm and melanchol; 
He had with him many books, b» 
rarely employcd them. His chii 
amusements werc gunning and fisl 
ing, or sauntering along thc bcac 
and through ihe myrtles, in quest • 
Shells or entomological specimen« 
his collection of the latter migl 
have been envicd by a Swamme 
dämm. In thcse excursions he wi 
usually accompanied by an o 
negro, called Jupiter, who had be( 



able chilliness. Just before sunset 
I scrambled ray way through the 
evergreens to the hut of my friend, 
whom 1 had not visited for several 
weeks — my residence bcing, at that 
time, in Charlcston, a distancc of 
nine milcs from the Island, while 
the facilities of passage and repas- 
sage were very far behind those of 
the present day. Upon reaching 
the hut I rapped, as was my custora, 
and getting no reply, sought for 
the key where I knew it was secre- 
ted, unlocked the door and went 
in. A fine fire was blazing upon 
the hearth. It was a novelty, and 
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awaitcd patiently the arrival of my 
hüsts. 

Süon after dark they arrivcd, and 
gavc mc a most cordial welcome. 
Jupiter, prinning from car to ear, 
bustlcd about topreparesomemarsh- 
hcns for supper. Legrand was in 
onc of bis fits — how eise shall I 
tcrm them ? — of enthusiasm. IIc 
had found an unknown bivalvc, form- 
ing a new genus, and, more than 
this, he had hunted down and 
sccured wilh Jupiter's assistance, a 
scarahwus whioh he belicved to be 
totally new, but in respect to which 
he wished to have my opinion on 
Ihe morrow. 

'* And why not to-night } " I 
asked, rubbing my hands over the 
blazc, and wishing the wholc iribc 
of scarahuri at ihü dcvil. 

*' Ah! if I had only known you 



pajr luc a visii iiiis vcij 

all others? As I was com 

1 met Lieutenant G , 

fort, and, very foolishly, I 
the bug ; so it will be ii 
for you to see it until the 
Stay herc to-night, and I 
Jup down for it at sunri 
the loveliest thing in creat 
" What ?— sunrise r " 
" Nonsense ! no ! — the 
is of a brilliant gold coloi 
the size of a largc hick 
with twü jet-black spots 
extrcmity of the back, and 
somewhat longer, at the oi 
anienna are " 



THE GOLD BUG 



internipted Jupiter; "de bug is a 
goole bug, solid, ebery bit of him, 
inside and all, sep him wing — 
nebber feel half so hebby a bug in 
my life." 

" Well, suppose it is, Jup," re- 
plied Legrand, somewhat morc ear- 
nestly, it seemed to me, than the 
eise dcraanded, " is that any reason 
for you letting the birds burn ? 
The colüur " — here he lurned to me 
— " is really almost enough to 
Warrant Jupiter's idea. You ncver 
saw a morc brilliant metallic lustre 
than the scales emit — but of this 
you cannot judge tili to-morrow. 
In the meantimc I can gtvc you 
somc idea of the shapc." Saying 
this, he seated himself at a small 
table, on which were a pen and ink, 
but no paper. He lookcd für somc 
inadrawer, butfoundnone. " Never 



his waistcoat pockel a scrap ofwhat 
I took to be vcry dirty foolscap, 
and made upon it a rough drawing 
with the pen. While he did ihis, 
1 retained my seat by the fire, for I 
was still chilly. When the design 
was complete, he handcd it to me 
without rising. As I received it, a 
loud growl was heard, succeeded 
by a scratching at the door. Jupiter 
opened it, and a large Newfoundland, 
belonging to Legrand, rushed in, 
leaped upon my Shoulders, and 
loaded me with caresses ; for I had 
shown him much attention during 
previous visits. When his gambols 
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"Well!" I Said, after contcm- 
plating it for some minutcs, " this 
is a Strange scarabieus, I must con- 
fess : new to me : never saw any- 
Ihing like it before — unless it was 
a skull, or a death's-hcad — which 
it more nearly resembles than any- 
thing eise that has comc undcr vty 
Observation. " 

" A death's-hcad ! " echoed Le- 
grand — *' Oh — ycs— well, it has 
something of ihat appearance upon 
paper, no doubt. The two upper 
black spots look like eyes, eh ? and 
thc longer one at the bottom like 
a mouth — and then the shape of thc 
whole is oval." 

" Perhaps so, " said 1 ; " but, 
Legrand, 1 fear you are no artist. 
1 must wait until I see the beetle 
itsclf, if I am lo form any idca of 
its personal appearance." 



sbouid do it at least — nave naa 
güud masters, and flatter myself 
that I am not quitc a blockhcad. " 
*' But, my dcar fcllow, you are 
jüking, thcn, " said I ; " this is a vcry 
passable slsull — indecd, I may say 
Ihat it is a very excelleut skull, accord- 
ing to thc vulgär notions abuut 
such specimens of physiolog}' — and 
your scarahteus must be the queerest 
sctirahteiis in the world if it rescm- 
blcs it. AVhy, wc may gct up a 
vcry thrilling bit of superstition 
upon this hint. 1 prcsume you 
will call the bug scarah^us caput 
kutiitiis, or something of that kind — 

lIiArft orn monm» cimilor tit1««G in tno 
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viuieniiy reu — in anomer as exce 
sively pale. For some minutes 1 
continued to scrutinize the drawir 
minutely where he sat. At lengi 
he arose, touk a candle from tl 
table, and proceeded to seat himse 
upon a sea-chest in the farthe 
Corner of ihe room. Here agai 
he made an anxious examination * 
the paper ; turning it in all dire 
tions. He said nothing, howeve 
and his conduct greatly astonishe 
me ; yet I thought it prudent not I 
exacerbate the growing moodinci 
of his temper by any coromen 
Presently he took from his co« 
Docket a wallet, nlaced th#» norw 
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demcanour ; but his original air uf 
cnthusiasm had quite disappcareJ. 
Yet he seemed nol so much sulky 
as abstractcd. As ihe evening worc 
away he became more and mure 
absorbcd in reveric, from which no 
sallies of mine cuuld arouse him. 
It had been my intention to pass 
the night at ihc hut, as 1 had frc- 
quenlly done bcfore, but, sccing my 
host in ihis mood, I dccmcd it 
proper to take Icave. He did not 
press mc to rcmain, but, as I dc- 
parled, he shuok my band with 
cven more than his usual cordial- 
ity. 

It was about a month aftcr this 
(and during the inter\al 1 had secn 
nothing of Legrand), when I rcceivcd 
a Visit, at Charleston, from his 
man, Jupiter. 1 had ncvcr secn the 
good old negro look so dispirited. 
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the matter now ? — how is ] 
master ? " 

" Why, to sj^eakde troof, ma 
him not so berry well as moi 
be." 

" Not well ! I am truly sorr 
haar it. What does he comp 
of?" 

" Dar ! dat's it ! — him neber p 
of notin — but him berry sick 
all dat." 

" Very sick, Jupiter ! — why d 
you say so at once ? Is he coni 
to bed ? " 

" No, dat he aint — he aint 
nowhar — dat's iust whar the 



hadn't de heart arter all — he look 
so berry poorly. " 

" Eh ? — whal ? — ah yes ! — upon 
the whole I think you had better 
not be tüo severe with the poor 
fcllow — don't flog him, Jupiter— he 
oan't very well stand il — but can 
you form no idea of what has occa- 
sioncd this illncss, or rather this 
changc of conduct ? Has anything 
unpleasant happened since 1 saw 
you r " 

" No, massa, dcy aint bin noffin 
onpleasant shice den — 'twas fort den 
Im feared — 'twas de berry day you 
was dare." 




him e« «in miBhij 
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my finger, but I cotch him wid a 
picce ob paper dat 1 found. I rap 
him up in de paper and stuff piece 
ob it in he mouff— dat was de 
way." 

'• And you think, then, that your 
mastcr was really bitten by the 
bcctle, and that the bite made him 
sick ? " 

" 1 don't tink noffin about it — I 
nose it. What make him dream 
bout de goole so much, if taint 
cause he bit by de goole bug ? Ise 
heerd bout dem goole bugs fore dis." 

" But how do you knowhe dreams 
about eold ? " 
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" Well, Jup, perhaps you are 
right ; but to what fortunate cir- 
cumstance am 1 to attributc the 
honour of a visit from you to-dayr " 

" What de matter, massa ? " 

" Did you bring any mcssagc 
from Mr. Legrand ? " 

" No, massa, I bring dis here 
pissel ; " and here Jupiter handed 
me a note, which ran ihus : — 
My Dear 

Why have 1 not secn you for so 
long a timc ? 1 hope you have not 
bcen so foolish as to take ofTcncc 
at any little hrusquerie of mine ; but 
no ; that is improbable. 

Since 1 saw you I have had great 
cause for anxicty. I have somcthing 
to teil you, yet scarccly know how 
lo teil it, or whcther 1 should teil 
it at all. 

I have not been quite well f<»r 



ance, by his well-mcant attentions 
Would you belicve ii? — he had pre- 
pared a hugc stick, the other day. 
with which to chastise me for giving 
him the slip, and spending the day, 
solus, among the hüls on the raain 
land. 1 verily belicve that my ill 
luoks alonc saved me a flogging. 

I have raade no addition to my 
cabinct since we met. 

If you can, in any way, make it 
convenient, come ovcr with Jupiter. 
Do come. 1 wish to see you to^ight, 
upon business of importance. I 
assure you that it is of the highest 
importance. 
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uncasincss. Its whole style diffcred 
materially from that of LegranJ. 
What could hc be drearaing of? 
What ncw crotchet posscssed his 
cxcitablc brain? What " busincss 
of the highcst importance " could 
he possibly have to transacl? Jupi- 
ter's account of him bodcd nogood. 
I dreadcd lest the conlinucd pressure 
of misfortune had, at Icnglh, fairly 
unsettled the rcason of my friend. 
Wilhout a moment's hesitation, 
therefore, 1 preparcd to accompany 
the negro. 

Upon rcaching the wharf, 1 
noticed a scylhe and ihrce spades. 
all apparcntly ncw, lying in tho 
bottom of the boat in which \ve 
were to embark. 

•' What is the meaning of all 
this, Jup?" I inquircd. 

" Him syfo, massa, and spadc. " 



" Hirn the syfe and de spade what 
Massa Will sis pon my buying for 
him in de town, and de debbils 
own lot of money 1 had to gib for 
ern. 

" But what, in ihs name of all 
that is myslerious, is your ' Massa 
Will ' going lo do wilh scylhes and 
spadcs? " 

" Dat's more dan / know, and 
debbil lake me if I don't believe 
'tis more dan he know, too. But 
it's all cum ob de bug." 

Finding that no satisfaction was 
to be obtained of Jupiter, whose 
whole intellect scemcd to bz ab- 
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ol" M>ine Iwu niilcs brou^^Iu us {•> 

llie liut. ll was aboul llirce in ilu 

afternoon when wearrived. Legiand 

had been awaiting us in eapcr 

expectation. 

lle grasped 

my band with 

a nervous nn- 

pressement 

which alarmed 

meandstrcng- 

thened ihe 

suspicions al- 

ready enter- 

tained. His countenance was pale 

even to ghaslliness, andhis decp-sct 

eyes glared with unnalural lustrc. 

After some inquiries lespccling his 

health,laskcdhim, not knowingwhat 

better to say, if he had yet obtained 

the scarahctus from Lieutenant G . 
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ncxt morning. rsothing süouia 
tempt nie to part with that scara- 
htus. Do you know ihat Jupiter is 
quile right about itr" 

"In what way?" I asked, with 
a sad foreboding al heart. 

'• In supposing it to bc a bug of 
real gold." Ile said this with an air 
of profüund seriüusncss, and 1 feit 
inexpressibly shocked. 

" This bug is to make my for- 
tune," he continued, wiih a Irium- 
phant smilc, " to reinstate me in 
my family posscssions. Is it any 
wonder, then, that I prizc it? Since 

Fortune has thought fit to bestow 

t 






puini ut ticw. Thccc 



guld. The ueiKht oi 



grandiloquent tone, when I had 
completed my examination of thc 
beetle, " I sent for you, that I might 
havc your counsel and assistance in 
furihering the vicws of Fate and of 
thc bug " 

" My dear Legrand," I cried, 
interrupling him, " you are certainly 
unwcU, and had bcttcr use some 
little precautions. You shall go to 
bcd, and I will remain with you a 
fcw days, until you get over this. 
You are feverish and " 

" Fecl my pulse," said he. 

I feit it, and, to say the truth, 
fuund not the slightest indicatiun of 
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prescribe for you. In the first place, 
go to bcd. In ihe next " 

*• You arc mistaken," he inter- 
posed, " I am as well as I can cxpcct 
to bc under the cxcitement which 
I suffer. If you really wish mc 
well, you will relieve ihis cxcite- 
ment." 

" And how is this to be done? " 

" Very casily. Jupiter and myself 
are going upon an cxpedition into 
the hüls, upi)n the main land, and, 
in this expedition, we shall necd 
the aid of somc person in whom 
WC can confidc. You arc the only 
«)nc we can trust. ^Vhelher we 
succeed or fail, the cxcitement which 
you now perccive in mc will be 
cqually allaycd." 

'• I am anxious to obligc you in 
any way," I replied; " but do you 
racan to say that this infernal 
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'• Then, Legrand, 1 can bccorae a 
parly to no such absurd proceed- 
ing." 

" I am surry — very sorry — for 
WC shall have to try it by our- 
selves." 

"Try it by yoursclves! The 
man is surcly mad ! — but stayl — 
how long do you propose to be 
absent 



i> 



'• Probably all night. We shall 
Start immediately, and be back, at 
all evcnts, by sunrise." 

" And will you promise me, upon 
your honour, that when this freak 
«)f vours is over, and the bug busi- 
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plicitly, as that of your physi- 
cian?" 

" Yes ; I promise ; and now let us 
bc off, forwehaveno time to lose." 

With a heavy heart I accompa- 
nicd my fricnd. We started about 
four o'clück — Legrand, Jupiter, the 
dog, and myself. Jupiter had with 
him the scythe and spadcs — the 
whole of which he insisted upon 
carrying — more through fear, it 
seemed to me, of trusting cither of 
the implements within reach of his 
master, than from any excess of 
industr)' or complaisance. His de- 
meanour was dogged in ihc extreme, 
and '*dat deuced bug " werc the 
Süle words which escaped his Ups 
during the journey. For my own 
part, 1 had chargc of a couple of 
dark lanterns, while Legrand con- 
tcnted himself with the scarah,rus. 
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as he went. When I observed this 
last, piain evidence of my friend's 
aberration of mind, I could scarcely 
rcfrain from tears. I thought it 
best, however, to humour his fancy, 
at least for the prcsent, or until I 
could adopt some more cnergetic 
measures with a chance of success. 
In thc meantime I endeavoured, but 
all in vain, to sound him in regard 
to the object of the expedition. 
Having succeeded in inducing me to 
accompany him, he seemcd unwil- 
ling to hold conversation upon any 
topic of minor importancc, and to 
all my questions vouchsafcd no 




Biitl, asctnding Ihe high ground) on 
Ihe shore oF the mainlsnd. prtKccdcd 



just Kltiiigwhtnweeol=rei]are({ic 
infinilcly murc dreary Ihan any y 



reclincd. Deep ravines, in variuus 
direcüons, gave an air of still sterner 
solemnily to the scene. 

The natural platform to which 
wo had clambered was thickly over- 
grown wilh brarablcs, through which 
WC soon discovered that it would 
havc been impossible to force cur 
way but for ihe scythe ; and Jupiter, 
by dircction of his maslcr, proceeded 
to clcar für us a path to the foot of 
an cnormously lall tulip-tree, which 
stoüd, wilh some eight or ten oaks, 
upon ihe Icvcl, and far surpasscd 
ihem all, and all other trees which 
I had ihen ever seen, in the beauty 
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W'licii WC rcaclijJ llii^ ircc. Lci^ran.l 
lurncJ lo Jupiter, and askeJ hini if 
hc thuughl ho could climb it. 'l'h.' 
old man secmed a little staggercd 
by the question, and for some 
moments made no reply. At length 
he approached the huge trunk. 
walked slowly around it, and ex- 
amined it wilh minute attention. 
When he had completcd his scru- 
tiny, he merely said : 

" Yes, massa, Jup climb any trce 
he ebber see in he life." 

" Then up with you as soon as 
possible, for it will soon be Um 
dark lo see what we are about." 

*' How far mus go up, massa?'" 
inquired Jupiter. 

" Get up the main trunk firsi. 
and then I will teil you which way 
to go — and here — stop ! take this 
beetle with you." 



de bug way up u^ .. 
I do!" 

" If you are afraid, Jup, a 
bi^' ncgro like you, to takc h 
a harmless liltlc dcad bcetle, 
you can carr}' il up by this sti 
but if you do not take il up 
you in somc way, 1 shall be 
the necessily of breaking you 
with ihis shovcl." 

•' What de matter now, m 
Said Jup, evidently sham( 
compliance; " always want 
raise fuss wid old nigge? 
only funnin anyhow. Me I 
bug! what I kecr for d 
'lor*. he took cautiously hc 



blancc iiiau m .w~..._,. 
the huge cylinder, as clösely as 
possible, with his arms and knees, 
seizing with his hands some pro- 
jcctions, and resting his naked toes 
upon othcrs, Jupiter, aflcr one or 
two narrow escapes from falling, at 
Icngth wriggled himself into the 
first grcat fork, and seemed to con- 
sider the whole busincss as virtually 
accomplished. The risk of the 
achievement was, in fact, now over, 
although the climber was some sixty 
or seventy feet from the ground. 

" Which way mus go now, Massa 
Will?" he asked. 

*' Keeo up the largest branch — 
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h]:: a-J'. iKiiiij liijli I' an i liiulur. 
unlil ri'i j^limp^c 1)1" his s>iual liirurc 
could he (iblaincd tlirou^h ihe dcn-e 
foliage which envelopcd it. Pre- 
sently his voice was heard in a sort 
of halloo. 

" How rauch fudder is got for 

go?" 

" How high up are you?" askcd 
Legrand. 

" Ebber so für," replied ihe negro; 
" can see de sky fru de top ob de 
tree." 

" Never mind the sky, but attcnd 
to what I say. Look down the 
trunk and count the limbs below 
you on this sidc. How many limbs 
have you passed?" 

" One, Iwo, tree, four, fibe — 1 
done pass ßbc big limb, massa, pon 
dis side." 

" Then go one iirab higher." 



* 



" Now, Jup," cried Legrand, 
evidently much excited, " 1 want 
you to work your way out upon Ihat J^ 

ümb as far as you can. If you see 
anything stränge, let me know." 

By this timc what little doubt 
I might have entertained of my poor 
friend's insanity was put finally at 
rcst. I had no alternative but to 
conclude him stricken with lunacy, 
and I bccame seriously anxious 
about getting him home. White I 
was pondcring upon what was best 
to be done, Jupiter's voicc was 
again hcard. 

" Mos feerd for to vcntur pon dis 
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limb, Jupiter?" cried Legrand in a 
quavering voice. 

" Yes, massa, him dead as de 
door-nail — done up for sartain — 
done departed dis here life." 

" What in the name of heaven 
shall I do?" asked Legrand, seem- 
ingly in the greatcst distress. 

" Do ! " Said I, glad of an oppor- 
tunity to interpose a word ; " why, 
come home and go to bed. Come 
now! — ihat's a fine fellow. It's 
getting late, and, bcsides, you 
remember your promise." 

" Jupiter," cried he, without heed- 
ing me in the least, *' do you hcar 
me?" 

" Yes, Massa Will, hear you ebber 
so piain." 

" Try the wood well, then, with 
your knife, and sec if you think il 
very rotten." 



•e nuff," 
loments, 
, mought 
etle way 
;'s true." 
do you 

lg. 'Tis 
drop him 
mb won't 
t ob one 

, !" cried 
i relieved, 
elling me 
As sure 
l'll break 
upiler, do 

hoUo Et 

-if you will 



bit ob de meat off." 

"A skull, you sayl — very well! 
— how is it fastened to the limb? — 
Nvhat holds it on?-"" 

" Sure nuff, massa ; mus look. 
Why, dis berry curous sarcum- 
stance, pon my word — dare's a great 
big nail in de skull, what fastens üb 
it on to de tree." 

"Well now, Jupiter, do exactly 
as I teil you — do you hear?" 

" Yes, massa." 

*' Pay attention, then ! — find the 
left eye of the skull." 

*'Hum! hoo! dat'sgood! why, 
dare aint no eye lef at all." 
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" Yes, I nose dat — nose all boul 
dat — 'tis my lef band what I ohups 
de wood wid." 

" To be surc ! you are lefi- 
handed ; and your left eye is on ibj 
same side as your left band. Now, 
I suppose you can find ibe left eye 
üf tbc skull, or thc place wberc thc 
left eye bas bcen. Havc you founJ 
it?" 

Herc was a long pause. Allengib 
ibe negro asked — 

" Is de lef eye of de skull pon de 
same side as de lef band of de skull, 
loo? — cause de skull aint got not a 
bit ob a band at all — uebber mind ! 
I got de lef eye now — bere de lef 
eye! wbat mus do wid il?" 

" Let tbe beetle drop tbrough il, 
as far as ihe string will reacb — bat 
be careful and not let go your bold 
of tbe string." 



IIUIC lOUIVUUl IUI mixi uoi«, yj\,i\jr> 

During this coUoquy no porti« 
of Jupiter's person could be seci 
but the beetle, which he had si 
fered to descend, was now visible 
Ihe end of the string, and glistene 
like a globe of burnished gold, 
ihe last rays of ihe setting su 
some of which still faintly illumin 
the eminence upon which we stoo 
The scarahifus hung quite clear 
any branches, and, if allowed 
fall, would have fallen at our fet 
Legrand immediately tooklhescyt 
and cleared with it a circular spa« 
three or four yards in diamett 
iii«t hf»nf»ath the insrrt. nnd. havi 



Driring i peg, wiih greal nieety, 
inlo Ihc grunnd. al Ihe preciH iput 

produccd from his pocbet a iBpc- 
measucc. Fastcnine one end uf 
IhLs at thal poinl of Ihc Irunk üf 
llie ir« which »as ncatoM Ihe ptf- 
he unrgllcd il tili il reachcJ the pin. 
and Ihcncc fanher unmllca ii, in 
the Jireclign alroady cstablishcd by 

pcg, (ur Ihe dislencc of iifty fcet, 
Japiler clearipg away iha hrambics 
M-ilh Ihe Myllic. AI ihc spol Ihus 



ün= lü Jupile, 

as qi.id<ly »■ 



at any time, and, at that particular 
moment, would most willingly have 
declined it ; for the night was Com- 
ing on, and I feit much faligued 
with ihe exercise already taken ; but 
I saw no mode of escape, and was 
fcarful of di^urbing my poor friend's 
cquanimily by a rcfusal. Could I 
have depended, indeed, upon Jupi- 
ter's aid, I would have had no hesi- 
tation in aitempling to get thc 
lunatic homfle by forcc ; but I was 
too well assured of the old negro's 
disposition to hope that he would 
assist mc, under any circumstances, 
in a personal contesi wilh his master. 
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idily bc \ed ewa; by sucb 



n Ihe «hule I »si 



composed, and how stränge and 
suspicious our labours must have 
appeared to any interloper who, by 
Chance, might have stumblcd upun 
our whereabouts. 

We dug very sleadily for two 
hours. Little was said ; and our 
Chief embarrassment lay in the 
yelpings of the dog, who took ex- 
cceding interest in our proceedings. 
He, at length, became so obstrcp- 
erous ihat we grew fearful of his 
giving the alarm to some stragglers 
in the vicinity ; or, rather, this was 
the apprehension of Legrand ; for 
myself, I should have rejoiced at 



proceeded, slowly and relucta 
to put on his coat, which he 
thrown off at the beginning o 
labour. In ihe meantime I 
no remark, Jupiter, at a s 
from his master, began to g 
up his tools. This done, anc 
dog having becn unmuzzled, 
turned in profound silcnce lov 
home. 

We had taken, pcrhaps, a c 
Steps in this direclion, when, 
a loud oath, Legrand sirode i 
Jupiter, and seizcd him by 
collar. Theastonishcdnegroof 
his eyes and mouth to the fi 



nlUini—speak.Ilell 
mcIhisiDSUDI.wilh- 



rah!" vucifcraUJ Lottran J. Ic II in^ 
o! curvc» ond carocul». aiiiih lo 






tulip treee. 

" Jupiter," Said he, when we 
reached its foot, " come herc ! Was 
the skull nailed to the limb with thc 
face outwards, or with the face to 
the limb?" 

" De face was out, massa, so dat 
de crows could get at de eyes good, 
widout any trouble." 

" Well, then, was it this eye or 
that through which you dropped 
the beetle ? " — here Legrand touched 
cach of Jupiter's eyes. 

** Twas dis eye, massa — de lef eye 
— jis as you teil me," and here it was 
his right eye that the negro indi- 




p\ 






^!^ 



.«.gel man ir 

instance, was now descril 

aifain set to work with i 

i was dreadfuUy weary, fc 

"ndcrstanding what had 

»^^ cliange in my thoug 

"« Jonger any great av 

the labour imposed. I hj 

niostunaccountablyinteres 

even excited. Perhaps t 

something, amid all the exi 

demeanour of Legrand^so 

forethought, or of deli 

v^h.ch impressed me. Jdug 

^"d now and then caughi 

-^»"ally looking. with so 

Ihat very much re..n,K... 



kouLIqu. One or iwu ätrukc! of o 
ipide uplurntd Iht blaJc of a large 
Spanish knir:. atid, ai »s duf 



At sight of thcse 
Jupiter could scarcely b< 
but the countenance of 
wore an air of extreme 
ment. Ile urged us, h 
continue our exertions, an 
were hardly uttered when 
and feil forward, having 
toe of my boot in a large r 
Ihat lay half buried in the Ic 

We now worked in ear 
never did I pass ten m 
raore intense excitement. 
this intcrval we had fairly i 
an oblong ehest of wooc 
from its perfect preserva 



„j s hl.Lf 


ocg, Ibree f«l 


eodtwosnd 


half fcel df ep. 


firmly Mcare 


by hands of w 




...V ftO 



lanterns feil within the- 
flashed upwards a glow a 
from a confused heap of 
of jewels, that absolute 
our eyes. 

I shall not pretend to de 
feelings with which I gazed 
ment was, of course, prc» 
Legrand appeared exhaui 
excitement, and spoke ' 
words. Jupiter's countena 
für some minutes, as deadl^^ 
as it is possible, in the r 
ihings, for any negro's v 
assume. He seemcd stu 
thunderstricken. Presentb 




lo thc «peilkncy aS n 



beforc dsylight. Il v 



nailj- lishlcncd ihc bo. bj rtam- 



Orders from Jupiter neither, 
any pretence, to stir from the 
nor to open his mouth unti 
return. We then hurriedly 
for home with the ehest ; rea 
the hut in safety, but after exce 
toil, at one o'clock in the mor 
Worn out as we were, it was n 
human nature to do more inai 
ately. We rcsted until two, and 
supper; starting for the hüls imD 
ately afterwards, armed with 1 
stout sacks, which, by good 1 
were upon the prcmises. A 1 
before four we arrived at the 
divided the remainder of the bo 




dann gltamtd froi 



. ...V... loui nundred ai 
thousand doUars, estimatii 
value of the pieces, as accun 
we could, by the tables of the 
There was not a particie of 
All was gold of antique dal 
of great variety — French, Sp 
and German money, wilh 
English guineas, and sorae cou 
of whlch we had never seen ; 
mens before. There were si 
very lange and heavy coinj 
worn that we could make no 
of iheir inscriptions. There w 
American moncy. The value c 
jewels we found more difficul 
estimating. There were Hian^ 




. The scllinijs Ihcm 



if 1 Tcmembcr; ejfthly-Th 
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wliich 1 cannot recoUeot. The 
weighl of thcse valuables excceded 
ilirco hundred and fifty pounds 
avoirdupois ; and in this estimate I 
have nut includcd one hundred and 
ninety-scven süperb gold watches ; 
ihroe of the number being worih 
each live hundred dollars, if one. 
Many of ihcm wcre very cid, and, 
a*^ limc-kccpers, valueless, the works 
havinj,' suffered, more or less, from 
c«)riosit)n ; but all were richlyjew- 
clled. and in cases of grcat worih. 
Wc cstimated the entire Contents of 
ilic ehest, that night, ata million and 
a half of dollars; and upon the 
subscqucnt disposal of the trinkets 
and jewcls (a fcw being rctained for 
«)ur own usc), it was found that wc 
had greaily undervalued the trea- 
suie. 

Whcn, at length, we had conclu- 



^ 



4 




«35 djirg «ith impa- 

i0 



nighl nlicn 1 handcJ jnu Ihc rouKh 



seif that your remark h 
foundation in fact. Si 
at my graphic powers 
for I am considered a 
and, iherefore, whcn y 
the scrap of parchmcnt 
to crumple it up and th 
into the fire." 

" The scrap of pape 
Said I. 

" No ; it had much 
ance of paper, and a 
posed it to be such, 
came to draw upon it 
it, at once, to bc a ] 
ihin parchment. It w 




a bectie. For 






«i« uiy ugure of the scü 

and that this skull, not c 
outline, but in size, shot 
closely resemble» my drawi 
say thc singularity of this 
dence absolutely stupefied me 
time. This is the usual eff 
such coincidenccs. The mind 
gles to cstablish a connectii 
sequence of cause and efFect- 
being unablc to do so, suff 
species of temporary paralysis. 
when I recüvcred from this sti 
thcre dawncd upon me gradual 
convictioii which startled me 
far more than thc coincidenci 
began distinctlv r.r.c:i :.—>-- • 




^.'.""""•" i.™ 







mysclf to a more i 
tigation of the afl 
place I considere 
which ihe parchme 
my possession. 
WC discovered ihe 
the coast of the m 
mile eastward of il 
a Short distance i 
mark. Upon my i 
it gare me a st 
caused me to let 
with his accustorae 
seizing the insect, 
towards him, look 
a leaf, or somethir 



and thought it be 

the prize at onc( 

enthusiastic he : 

connected with m 

the same time, w 

, scious of it, I m 

: the parchment in 

i " You remembi 

1 to Ihe table, fo 

' ' making a sketch 

■| found no paper w 

I kept. I looked i 

■ found none there 

I pockets, hopingt 

when my hand fe 
ment. I thus d 




I rtply Ihm Ihe skull, ur 



not iteariy io weil adapled as pape 
Tbis reüKliun suggesied sumc mcai 



hcad. 1 üid nui 
also, the form o 
Although one of 
bcen, by some ac 
it could be seen 
form was oblong, 
a slip. indeed, as 
choscn for a mei 
record of somcthi 
mcmbered and ca 
'■ But, " I intei 
ihat ihe skull > 
parchment whcn 
drawing of ihe \ 
do you trace any c 
the boat and the 




Ihut : AVhcn 1 drcw l)> 
Iherc vai nu skull gpi 
the porchpirnl. Whcn 



^ of my HllKlio« 1 



excrcise and sat n 
You, however, had 
close to ihe chimni 
placed ihe parchmenl 
and as you were in 
specting ii, Wolf, the 
entered, and leapec 
Shoulders. With yoi 
caressed him and kep 
your right, Holding 
was permitled to fa 
iween your knees, 
proximity to the fire. 
I thüught the blaze 
and was about to cai 
before I could speak, 



These colours di 
or shorter interval 
. written upon cooh 
apparent upon th« 
heat. 

*• I now scruti 
hcad with care. 
ihe edges of th( 
ihe edge of the 
more distinct tha 
was cicar that 1 
caloric had been 
cqual. I immedii 
and subjected ev( 
parchment to a { 
first, Ihe only effe( 



m«W;thcjspp{rlB 



have heard of one Caplc 
at once looked upon t 
the animal as a kind of 
hieroglyphical signature. 
nature, bccause its po< 
the vellum suggested 
The death's-head in the 
gonally opposite had, i: 
manner, the air of a star 
But I was sorely put < 
absence of all eise — of t 
my imagincd instrume 
text for my context." 

" I presume you expec 
a letter between the stam 
signature?" 
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was rather a desire than an actual 
belief ;butdo youknowthat Jupiter's 
silly words about ihe bug being of 
solid gold, had a remarkable effccl 
upon my fancy? And Ihen ihe 
series of accidenls and coincidences 
• — ihese were so very extraordinary. 
Do you observe how mere an acci- 
dent il was that these cvcnts should 
have occurred upon thc sole day of 
all Ihc ycar in which it has bcen, or 
may bc, sufticienlly cool for firc. 
and thal without ihe fire, orwithoul 
Ihe Intervention of ihe dog al ihe 
precise momenl in which he ap- 
peared, I should never have become 
aware of the dealh's-head, and so 
never the possessor of ihc trea- 
sure }" 

" But proceed — I am all impa- 
licnce." 

'* Well ; you have heard, of course. 



Aüiiu vtt^ue luiuuur 
money buried, some 
Atlantic coast, by 
associates. These 
have had some foui 
And that the nimou 
so long and so cont 
have resulted, it aj 
only from the circu 
buried treasure still 
tombed. Had Kidd 
plunder for a tirae, 
reclaimed it, the r 
scarcely have reach« 
present unvarying fc 
observe that the stoi 

nHmit Tnr>n*»v-«;*><»l.'»»r 



voivea a losi reco 
of deposit." 

" But how did yo 
'• I held the vclk 
fire, after incrcasin^ 
nothing appearcd. 
it possiblc that ihe 
mighl havc somcll 
thc failure ; so I 
the parchment by 
vvater over it, and, l 
I placcd it in a tin 
skull düwnwards, ( 
upon a furnacc of 1 
In a few minutcs, 
bccome thoroughlj 




» + a,(8g)i-+;46(;aa-,6-f;8) 

8S;4)-lBi + 528806-8. (+9i43i 
(g!;4(*f!414S)4t-'6.;:i8S;*?; 



conda awaiting me upon m; 

of ihis enigma, 1 am quite 

1 should be unable to eai 

" And yet," said Legra 

Solution is by no means s 

as you might be led tc 

from the first hasty ins] 

ihe characters. These c 

as anyone might readily g 

a cipher— ihat is to say, tl 

a meaning ; but then, fro 

known of Kidd, 1 could ti. 

him capable of construct 

the more abstruse crypto 

made up my mind, at onc 

was of a simple spe 

however, as would app' 

crudeintellectof thcsailc 

Kr ;n«nlnble wilhout the 



ple ciphers 




befort US, all dilEcultJ *"> «" 
bj lh= sLgnalu«- Ths pun 
ihe«ofJ'Ki'J*' ii SPP'«'»' 



nich s 5=crei ot Ulis kind 



irosi LLkcly (u ür/, tgr e.amplc). I 



84465K 



+ ' 

• 

5 
6 

+ I 
o 

9 2 

•' 3 



'• Nüw, in English, the 
^\hich most frcquently occur 
Aftcrwards, the succession 
thus : aoidhnrsiuyc f g 
h k p q X ^. E prcdominat 




I alphabcl, To vtrify 



Ihc cryptugraph 



m me same order of et 
last of them being 8 
Cover repetitions of su 
arranged, they will m 
represent- the word 
inspection, we find r 
seven such arrangeraei 
acters being ; 48. We 
fore, assume that; rep 
represents /;, and 8 re 
the last being now wel 
Thus a great step has 

" But, having establis 
Word, we are enabled to 
vastly important point ; 
say, several comraence 
terminations of other v 
US refer, for exaraple, 
instance but one, in whi< 



«ugh Itit ilphabel, if- 
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We ihus gain another 
epresentcd by (, with the 
IC tree ' in juxtaposiiion. 
" Lookin«j 
bcyond these 
words, for a 
Short dis - 
t a n c e , w e 
again see the 
combination 
'- ;48, and em- 

ploy it by 
vvay of tentii- 
njtion to what 
precedes. We have 
rangement : 

■<=e ; 4 (ij;? 34 the, 

ing the natural letters, 
^ it reads thus 

e thr ^:-3hthe. 



< andj. rcprefcnlcd by * ?aiid i- 
' l^okm? nriw. naironly.ihrough 
: tlphcr lür cumbinäliuns üf kitown 



8;(8B, oregTM, 
I. plBinly, i> Ihc cundusi 
»ord 'dcgree.' and givc 



by dots, as before, we ica«- »». 

th rtee, 
an arrangemcnt immediatcly s 
gestive of the word ' thirteen,' j 
again furnishing us with two i 
characters, t and «, represented 
6 and*. 

" Referring, now, to ihe be 
ning of the cryptograph, we 
the combination, 



53 ^ + 



" Translating, as before, 
obtain 

• good, 
which assures us Ihat the first 
is A and that the first two 
are ' A good.' 

*'It is now time that we a 



simplest specics of cryptograph 
now only reraains to give yoi 
füll translation of thc chara 
upon thc parchment, as unrid 
llcre it is : 

' ^4 gooti gltiss tu ihe bishop's hoi 
ihe dn<iVs seat foriy-oite degren 
ihirlent minuies iiorlh-east and hy 
111(1 iti brauch sevniih li'mh Msl sidi 
fiotn ihe leff eye of ihe dtath's l 
hcc line from ihe free through lh 
fifiyfeet ouL'" 

"But," Said I, "ihe ei 
scems still in as bad a conditi 
ever. IIow is it possible to 
a mcaninp^ from all this j 
abüut ' devil's seats,' ' d 
hcads,' and ' bishop's hoteis' 
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scrious aspcct, whcn regarded wilh 
a casual glance. My first endcavour 
was to dividc thc scntence into ihc 
natural division intendcd by ihe 
cryplographist." 

" You mcan, to punctuate il'r" 
" Something of that kind. " 
" But how was it possiblc to 
cffect Ulis?" 

'• 1 rcflected ihat il had becn a 
poiiH wilh thc writer to run bis 
words togcthcr wilhout division, so 
as lo incrcase the difficulty of 
Solution. Now, a not over-acute 
man, in pursuing such an object, 
would be ncarly ccrtain to overdo 
thc matter. When, in the course 
of his composition, he arrivcd at a 
break in his subject which would 
naturally require a pause, or a 
point, he would be cxceedingly apt 
to run his characters, at this place. 



! ; 



r- 



If you will observ 
present instance, 
(ictect five such ( 
crowding. Acting 
made the division 

* A good glass 
h^s'.el in the Devi 
Jt'grces and thirten 
rast and Iry no 
sii'etilh limb east s\ 
Jefi eye of the deall 
front llye free throu^ 
tml. 

•' Even ihis d; 
• leaves me still ii 

•* It left me al 
rcplied Legrand, ' 
during which I mai 
in the neighbourh 



uf Ihc m«n iH»i u[ Lhe womtD 
I Lhsl Khc had hcard of such a 
:e OS AiJdp'i Cjh/<. onJ IhipUBht 
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ihat it was not a castle, nor a 
tavern, but a high rock. 

'' I üffered to pay her well for 
her iroublc, and, after some demur, 
she consentcd to accompany me lo 
ihc spot. We found it without 
much difficully, when, dismissing 
her, I proceeded to examine the 
place. The 'castle' consisted of 
an irregulär assemblage of cliffs 
and rocks — one of the lattcr being 
quite rcmarkable for its height as 
well as for its insulatcd and arti- 
tkial appearance. I clambercd to 
its apex, and then feit much at a 
loss as to what should be next 
done. 

" While I was busied in reflec- 
tion, my eyes feil upon a narrow 
ledge in the eastern face of the 
rock, perhaps a yard below the 
summit upon which I stood. This 



ledgc projectci] abaut cighlnn 



ncsopc ; (or Ihc «orU ■ glits ■ 
Lsrcly cmpluyod in any ulher 



procured a telescope, an. 
to ihe rock. 

"I let myself down to 
and found that it was im] 
retain a seat upon it exe 
|'.l| particular position. Thi 

firmed my preconceivec 
proceeded to use the , 
course, the ' forty-one d 
U i thirteen minutes ' could 

nothing but elevation 

visible horizon, since th« 

direction was clearly ii 

I the words, ' north-ea; 

I' north.' This latter dir 

once established by i 
pocket-compass ; then, ] 
glass as nearly at a 
f,^rt,r_/Mi(» flpcrees of el 
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coulJ do it by gucss, I moved it 
cautiously up or down, until my 
attention was arrested by a circular 
rift or opcning in thc foliage of a 
largc trec that overtoppcd its fel- 
lovss in the distancc. In thc ccntrc 
of this rift I perceived a white spot, 
but could not, at first, distinguish 
what it was. Adjusting thc focus 
of thc telcscope, I again looked, 
and now made it out to bc a human 
skull. 

" Upon this discovery I was so 
sanguinc as to considcr the enigma 
solved ; for the phrase ' main 
branch, seventh limb, east sidc,' 
could rcfer only to the position of 
the skull upon the tree, while 
' shoot from the left eye of the 
death's-head' admitted, also, of but 
one interpretation, in regard to a 
scarch for buried treasure. I per- 



skull, and that a bee-nuc 
other words, a straight lin 
from the nearest point of ll 
ihrough 'the shot' (or l 
where the bullet feil), an( 
extended to a distance of f 
would indicatc a dcfinite 
and bcncalh this point I t1 
at least possible that a d 
value lay concealed. " 

"All this," I Said, " ; 
ingly clcar, and, although ' 
still simple and cxplici 
you left the Bishop's H 
then ? •• 

" Why, having carel 



1 1 u'oulJ. Whex 



by Ihc nnrrow \cigc up 



1 

i 



um nius in si 

After much toil ] 

came liome at r 

5 poscd lü givc mc 

j Ihc rest of ihc ; 

• you arc as well 

f seif. " 

j '• Isuppose," ! 

i Ihe spol, in tl 

I <J'&{,'»ng, througl 

ity in ictting th« 
ihc right inslcfl 
left eye of thc sk 
" Precisely. 1 
a difTerence of ab 
a half in thc 'shc 

in triA r%/\£?itw»*» * 




Line, and by Ihe lims «g 
; fifiy fcci, ihrtw US quiw 



:i 



my own way, l 
mystification. 
swung ihe be 
reason I let it f 
Observation of 
weight suggesK 
" Yes, I perc. 
is only one poii 
What are we t< 
tons found in th 
"That is a 
more able to an 
There seems, ] 
plausible way 
Ihem — and yet 
believe in such £ 
gestion would 
that Kidd— if K 
Ihis treasure, wh 
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